
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Vivian Prokop 
Chief Executive Officer 
Canadian Youth Business Foundation (CYBF) 
 
Vivian Prokop is the Chief Executive Officer of the Canadian Youth Business 
Foundation (CYBF), a charitable organization that provides seed capital, mentoring 
and business resources to young entrepreneurs who would not otherwise have the 
means to start their business. Under her leadership, the organization has grown 
tenfold and today supports 600 new business start-ups annually with a 93% success 
rate. CYBF is recognized as a top program of the Prince’s Youth Business 
International (YBI), and Vivian peer mentors leaders of YBI programs abroad. 

Vivian is an expert with regard to global issues of youth entrepreneurship. She 
participated in a round-table discussion at the U.N in the presence of the former 
Secretary-General of the United Nations, Kofi Annan and HRH The Prince of Wales, 
has represented Canada at the Youth Forum of the America's in Buenos Aires, 
hosted Prime Minister Stephen Harper in a roundtable discussion with successful 
CYBF alumni and led a Canadian delegation at the first G8 Young Business Summit 
in Italy. That same year, Vivian had the pleasure of introducing HRH The Prince of 
Wales to 43 CYBF young entrepreneurs, mentors and supporters at a national 
showcase in Vancouver’s Olympic Village. 

Under Vivian’s leadership, CYBF was invited to be the host organization to lead 
Global Entrepreneurship Week Canada (GEW), a global movement to promote a 
worldwide culture of youth entrepreneurship in over 100 countries. CYBF’s 
extraordinary efforts were recognized with the prestigious GEW “2009 Country of the 
Year” award.  

Vivian Prokop is the chair of the world’s inaugural G20 Young Entrepreneur Summit, 
held in Toronto, June 21 – 22, 2010. The Summit gathers young entrepreneurs and 
entrepreneurial experts from the G20 nations to identify and examine the issues that 
challenge young entrepreneurs around the world. The G20 Young Entrepreneur 
Summit has been recognized by the Canadian federal government as part of the 
G20 consultative process and its recommendations are planned to be the focus for a 
discussion of entrepreneurship at the G20 Business Summit (B20) on June 25 and 
26, 2010. 

A graduate of the Harvard Business School AMP and the University of Toronto DEP, 
Vivian resides in Toronto, Canada.  

 
For any other information required, please contact 

Lori Paris, Manager, Communications, CYBF 
Tel: (416) 408-2923 x 2120 E-mail: lparis@cybf.ca 
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